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2023 HEALTHCARE ENFORCEMENT COMPLIANCE CONFERENCE

POST-PANDEMIC ENFORCEMENT

November 6, 2023

Justin Woodard Colin M. Huntley
Assistant Chief, Health Care Fraud Unit Deputy Director
DOJ Criminal Division, Fraud Section DOJ Civil Division, Fraud Section

Agenda

• Types of COVID-19 health care fraud schemes under investigation

• Recent enforcement actions

• Use of data analytics
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Types of Schemes

• HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Provider Relief Fund Fraud

• COVID-19 Testing / Office Visit Billing Fraud

• Unnecessary COVID-19 Laboratory Testing

• COVID-19 Test Kit Fraud

• Telehealth 

• PPP/EIDL Fraud By Health Care Providers

HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Health Resources and Services Administration

• Part of HHS

• During the pandemic, responsible for administering various relief 
funds, including the COVID-19 Uninsured Program

• The Uninsured Program reimbursed eligible providers for claims for 
testing, treatment, or vaccine administration for uninsured individuals

• Stopped accepting testing/treatment claims in March 2022

• Approx. $24.5 billion paid to providers as of December 2022
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HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Terms & Conditions
• Certifies not currently terminated from participation in Medicare or precluded 

from receiving payment through Medicare Advantage or Part D
• Not currently excluded from participation in Medicare, Medicaid, or other 

FHCP; does not have Medicare billing privileges revoked
• Certifies that they provided the items and services on the claim form to the 

uninsured individuals identified on the claim form, after specific dates of 
service

• Certifies claims were medically necessary
• Certifies patients were uninsured at time of treatment

HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Attestations
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HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Types of providers
• Physicians
• Specimen collectors/site administrators
• Laboratories
• Billing companies 

HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Types of schemes
• Billing for patients with insurance
• Double billing 
• Upcoding/services not rendered
• E/M claims 
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HRSA COVID-19 Uninsured Program Fraud

• Case Study – United States v. Anthony Dinh (C.D. Ca.)

Provider Relief Fund Fraud

• CARES Act appropriated $100 billion to help health care providers 
that were financially impacted by COVID-19 and to provide care for 
patients suffering from COVID-19

• HRSA administered the Provider Relief Fund

• Several phases of the program

• During Phase 1, funds were direct deposited into providers’ bank 
accounts
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Provider Relief Fund Fraud

• Terms & Conditions

Provider Relief Fund Fraud

• Case Study – United States v. Raymond Vallier (W.D. Tenn.) 
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COVID-19 Testing/Office Visit Billing Fraud

• Billing high-level E/M codes

• Conducting COVID-19 testing, e.g. drive-thru clinics

COVID-19 Testing/Office Visit Billing Fraud

• Case Study – United States v. Ronald Elfenbein (D. Md.)
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Unnecessary COVID-19 Laboratory Testing

• Collecting nasal swab specimens from nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, rehabilitation 
facilities, schools, etc.

• Conducting and billing for unnecessary 
Respiratory Pathogen Panel (“RPP”) testing

Unnecessary COVID-19 Laboratory Testing

• Case Study – United States v. Lourdes Navarro (C.D. Ca.)
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COVID-19 Test Kit Fraud

• Medicare beneficiaries must “request” the test kits
• Significant spikes in back billing
• Thousands of hotline complaints

COVID-19 Test Kit Fraud

• Case Study – United States v. Latresia Wilson and Corey 
Alston (M.D. Fla.)
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Telehealth

PPP/EIDL Fraud By Health Care Providers
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Enforcement Actions

• 2023 Nationwide COVID-19 Health Care Fraud Enforcement Action

Enforcement Actions

• 2023 Nationwide COVID-19 Health Care Fraud Enforcement Action
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Enforcement Actions

• 2023 Nationwide COVID-19 Health Care Fraud Enforcement Action

Enforcement Actions

• 2023 Nationwide COVID-19 Health Care Fraud Enforcement Action
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