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This Session Uses Polling

To participate in polling:

Download the “HCCA Mobile” in your app 
store.

Then under agenda find this session, 
scroll to the bottom and click 
“Poll Question” or go to 
www.PollEv.com/hcca to answer the 
active poll





Recent COI Incidents



The Media—NY Times and ProPublica



Foreign Interests

https://www.statnews.com/2018/08/23/nih-is-investigating-researchers-who-
might-have-failed-to-disclose-contributions-from-foreign-governments/

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/MD-
Anderson-fires-3-scientists-over-concerns-13780570.php

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/MD-Anderson-fires-3-scientists-over-concerns-13780570
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/MD-Anderson-fires-3-scientists-over-concerns-13780570.php


Peer Reviewed Journals

https://www.propublica.org/article/prominent-doctors-industry-ties-disclosures-medical-journal-studies











Professional Discussions

JAMA issue May 2, 2017, Vol 317, No. 17, Pages 1707-1812

• “Conflict of Interest: Why Does It Matter?” Harvey V. Fineberg, MD, PhD

• “Payments to Physicians-Does the Amount of Money Make a Difference?” 
Bernard Lo, MD; Deborah Grady, MD, MPH

• “Physicians, Industry Payments for Food and Beverages, and Drug 
Prescribing” Robert Steinbrook, MD

• “Association Between Academic Medical Center Pharmaceutical Detailing 
Policies and Physician Prescribing”

Ian Larkin, PhD; Desmond Ang, MS; Jonathan Steinhart, MA; et al
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Mining the Data









General Payments Categories

• Consulting Fee
• Honoraria
• Gift
• Entertainment
• Food and Beverage
• Travel and Lodging
• Education
• Charitable Contribution
• Royalty or License
• Grant

• Compensation for services other than consulting, 
including serving as faculty or as a speaker at a 
venue other than a continuing education 
program;

• Current or prospective ownership or investment 
interest; 

• Compensation for serving as faculty or as a 
speaker for a non-accredited and noncertified 
continuing education program; 

• Compensation for serving as faculty or as a 
speaker for an accredited or certified continuing 
education program; 

• Space rental or facility fees (teaching hospital 
only);





Nature of Payment:  Gift



Nature of Payment:  Gift
Device or Drug Name



Nature of Payment:  Gift
Frequency of Events (same physician)



Nature of Payment:  Travel



Nature of Payment:  Travel
City, State, Country of Travel



Nature of Payment:  Travel
Frequency (same physician)



Nature of Payment:  
Entertainment





Nature of Payment: Food 



Nature of Payment:  Food
Frequency (same physician)





Nature of Payment:  
Royalty or License



Nature of Payment:  
Ownership





Nature of Payment:  Honoraria
Multiple, same day, possible threshold



Nature of Payment:  Consulting
Frequency, possible conflict of commitment, retainer?



What Might the 
Future Hold?





SUPPORT ACT

• Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery and 
Treatment for Patients and Communities Act

• Signed by President Trump on Oct. 24, 2018

• Section 6111 (Fighting the Opioid Epidemic with Sunshine)

• Effective Jan. 1, 2022 (but tracking will need to begin Jan. 1, 2021)

• Adds tracking for additional provider types (Physician assistants, Nurse 
practitioners, Clinical nurse specialists, Certified registered nurse 
anesthetists, and Certified nurse-midwives.)

• Allows CMS to post National Provider Identifier numbers (NPIs) on the 
public database, something that was previously barred by the Sunshine 
Act.



OIG Report

• 11.9 million records (2015), less than 1% were missing 
required data elements.

• OIG did identify records that contained inaccurate, 
imprecise, or inconsistent information (records containing 
drug and device names that do not match the definitions 
of these data elements; NDCs that were not found in FDA 
databases or other drug information resources; and 
payment dates from a different reporting year.

• CMS also reported that it is still compiling a list of 
noncompliant manufacturers and group purchasing 
organizations for further investigation.



OIG Report

OIG Recommended to CMS:

• ensure that records contain all required data;

• strengthen validation rules and revise data-element definitions so 
that actual drug and device names must be reported

• revise the definition of the device-name data element so that the 
information reported is required to be more specific 

• ensure that manufacturers and group purchasing organizations report 
valid NDCs for drugs. 

CMS concurred with all four of OIG’s recommendations.



Questions?
cj.wolf@healthicity.com

Disclaimer: Nothing in this presentation should be construed as legal advice nor relied upon as legal expertise.


